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2018:  ICF TAKES ACTION FOR IRAQI ORPHANS,  

STREET KIDS, & DISPLACED CHILDREN  
 
 

 HOPE BUS 1.  In 2018, Hope Bus 1 served 98 orphans and street children with 

academic tutoring, more than 10,000 nutritious meals, health care, social services, 

life lessons, and fun.  In October, 50 children graduated at a ceremony attended by 
officials from the Ministries of Education, Health, Culture, and Labor & Social 

Affairs.  A new group of 48 children started classes in November.  The children 

who attend the bus are vulnerable boys and girls, like Laila* (11) who once worked 
on the street cleaning windshields.  Laila got a chance to leave the streets to go to 

the Hope Bus and then shared her joy by helping identify 10 more children who 

needed the help from the Hope Bus.  

 

 HOPE BUS 2.  A new “Hope Bus 2” was purchased and 

retrofitted to serve children in a second desperately poor 

neighborhood.  Classes at the new bus started November 11.  Like 

Hope Bus 1, the second bus is an ordinary, used bus that has been 
transformed into a colorful, child-friendly classroom offering 

tutoring, nutrition, health care, social services, and fun.  

 

 LEGAL PROTECTION.  In 2018, the Baghdad Street Lawyers 

provided legal protection and representation to 277 boys and girls among 

Iraq’s most vulnerable children and youth.  In one case, the Street Lawyers 

helped rescue young teenage girls who were victims of sex trafficking at a 

local massage business.   
 

 LEGAL DOCUMENTS:  The Street Lawyers also help children obtain 

missing legal documents that are required to enroll in school and to access 

government benefits.  In 2018, lawyers helped 398 children obtain these 
critical documents, opening the door to education and support.  In one case, 

the lawyers helped reunite a widowed mother from Mosul with her four 

special needs children who had no documents.  The children were lost in the chaos 
of that city’s liberation from ISIS but lawyers worked with the court to process 

DNA tests to reunite the family. 

 

 SOCIAL SERVICES:   Social workers on the Baghdad Street Lawyer team, focus 

on getting children off the streets, ending child labor, and stopping domestic and 
workplace abuse.  They also provide access to medical care and psychosocial 

services for children with trauma or mental health issues.  In 2018, 280 children 

received social service assistance.  
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